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Purpose and Objectives
Purpose:
Welcome to Research Seminar! The Research Seminar course at Dr. Jorge Alvarez HS allows students to demonstrate through application and reflection of the skills they have learned during their high school years.  Students will develop their projects based on their personal interests and their abilities to highlight critical thinking, problem solving, and the Common Core Standards.
Students will be able to: 
Access and Evaluate Information
· Access information efficiently (time) and effectively (sources)

· Evaluate information critically and competently
Use and Manage Information
· Use information accurately and creatively for the issue or problem at hand

· Manage the flow of information from a wide variety of sources

· Apply a fundamental understanding of the ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of  information
Apply Technology Effectively
· Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information
Student Letter
Dear Research Seminar Student: 

Research Seminar at Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School builds a bridge between the skills you learn in the classroom and the real world. The three phases of Research Seminar are: 1) a synthesis paper; 2) a mini research paper approved by the classroom teacher; 3) a research paper on an a topic of your choice approved by the Research Seminar Committee; and 4) a formal presentation before a panel of judges in which you will communicate and present on your paper and Research Seminar as a whole. 

Because the Research Seminar is such an important part of your graduation, we have created a handbook especially for you. It contains all the information you will need to complete Research Seminar so it will be a successful and educational experience. Almost any topic is open to you –as long as it is legal, appropriate and demonstrates a learning stretch. Ask yourself, what have you always wanted to know more about or to learn how to do? If you choose your project carefully, your experience should be exciting and challenging. 

This element of choice is what really lends meaning to Research Seminar, and it is what makes it so unique. Your teacher is not going to “give” you a topic. Your teacher will provide you with continuous support and guidance throughout the year in order to help make your project as excellent and exciting as you want it to be. 

As you know, Research Seminar is a graduation requirement. This means you must pass Research Seminar in order to graduate with your class in June. In the event that you do not successfully complete Research Seminar, you will not be allowed to graduate. You will be allowed to complete the class in the summer. 

We will keep you informed and up-to-date on Research Seminar deadlines and requirements throughout the semester. However, this class requires you to be independent, organized and, perhaps most importantly, adheres to deadlines. Although there will be opportunities provided if you fall behind and/or fail, you will not be allowed to be reschedule for this course and therefore completing the work will be up to you. Help yourself and take advantage of the abundance of time you have in class to complete the entire course requirements on time. 

Please understand that in order to avoid plagiarism issues, in addition to the final papers, we also require students to complete smaller steps that demonstrate proof of original work. Without proof of this work, final papers will not be accepted under any circumstances.

Give serious thought this class, and enjoy the opportunity you will have to explore a career and research topic of your choice. Good luck! 

Research Seminar Committee
Parent Letter
Dear Parent/Guardian,

This semester, your child is enrolled in Research Seminar, which is requires students to complete several papers, including a final, comprehensive, research paper. At the conclusion of the class, they will be required to present their findings to a panel of judges. This is a graduation requirement. In order for your child to graduate high school, they must successfully pass Research Seminar with a D- or higher. In order to receive a D- or higher, the student must follow the requirements of the course and complete the papers and presentation. Your child will not be able to pass the course if they do not pass his/her paper and/or presentation.

This will be the biggest project that students will complete at Alvarez HS. There is a Research Seminar Handbook that students have received which explains the steps that are required to complete all aspects of the class successfully. We encourage you to review the handbook with your child. The handbook can be used as a guide throughout the semester so you can assist and follow your child in the process. 

By initialing and signing below, you have are acknowledging you have read and are fully aware of the requirements and expectations of the class. 

______ I understand that this is a graduation requirement and that if my child fails to meet all requirements for Research Seminar then he/she will not graduate.

______I understand that meeting deadlines is a vital part of the Research Seminar. In order to meet these deadlines, I understand my child may need to stay after school, use at the public library, etc. I will do whatever I can to support my child during this process.

______I understand that integrity and honesty are vital parts of the Research Seminar. Any proof that my son/daughter has plagiarized or been dishonest in any aspect of the senior project process will be subject to penalties as stated in the disciplinary action policy. This may jeopardize his/her graduation.

 ______________________________________ 


__________________ 
Signature of Parent or Guardian 




Date Signed

Parent Warning Letter
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Student Name:







In order to pass Research Seminar at Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School, you MUST complete the circled assignments:
	Introduction to Research
· Writing Sample

· Mini Presentation
Synthesis Paper
· Source Cards

· Annotated Articles

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Quote Sheets

· Synthesis Outline

· Draft/Final Paper




  

Mini Research Paper
· Thesis Proposal

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Annotated Articles & Source Cards

· Research Paper Outline

· Quote Sheets 

· Work Cited Page

· Peer Edit Worksheet

· Final Mini Research Paper

· Presentation  
	Final Research Paper
· Thesis Proposal

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Annotated Articles & Source Cards

· Research Paper Outline

· Quote Sheets 

· Work Cited Page

· First Draft Research Paper

· Peer Edit Worksheet

· Final Draft Research Paper
Presentation
· Notecards

· Powerpoint

· Approved Practice Presentation
Binder

· Final Research Seminar Binder


 Without proof of this work, final papers will not be accepted under any circumstances. In order to pass Research Seminar, the student’s cumulative grade must be a D- or better at the end of the course. 
 


I strongly encourage you to make an appointment with me after school for further assistance.

Thank you,
Mary Bonnell 




Nicole Marcone


Elizabeth Northup

Mary.Bonnell@ppsd.org


Nicole.Marcone@ppsd.org

elizabeth.northup@ppsd.org
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty Policy
Plagiarism is from the Latin work for kidnapper.  It is a term that refers to the stealing of words or ideas from someone else without giving credit to that person.  This definition includes writings (essays, poems, stories, etc.), computer programs, drawings, artwork, and all other types of work, which are not one’s own.  Types of plagiarism include word-for-word, rearrangement or rewording (mosaic), and indirect (paraphrasing).  Examples of plagiarism may include but is not limited to:

· Failing to cite with quotation marks the written words of another;

· Failing to credit the author and source of material used in a composition;

· Failing to cite research materials in a bibliography or works cited;

· Failing to cite a person who is quoted;

· Failing to cite an author whose works are paraphrased or summarized;

· Presenting another person’s creative work or ideas as one’s own in essay’s, poems, music, art, computer programs, or other projects;

· Copying or paraphrasing ideas from literary criticisms or study aids without documentation. [​MLA, 2.1, 6th ed]
Academic dishonesty occurs when students obtain or assist others in obtaining credit for work which is not their own.  Students are expected to conduct themselves to the highest standards of personal integrity.  Students must adhere to the rules prohibiting academic dishonesty and to resist peer pressure to violate these high standards of integrity.  Students are not expected to use dishonest methods to fulfill academic expectations and responsibilities.  Whenever students have any questions about this procedure or any procedure, they should ask their teacher. Examples of academic dishonesty may include, but is not limited to:

· Forging signatures (including parent)

· Doctoring forms (erasures, obliterations, additions, deletions, etc.)

· Altering grades (especially those on rubrics of portfolio pieces and research components)

· Falsely obtaining credit for work

· Obtaining, with or without permission, the work or materials of another student. 

· Failing to give credit to sources 

Disciplinary Action Policy
In the event that a student is identified as having plagiarized material or violated the academic dishonesty policy in the process of completing Research Seminar, said student will face very serious consequences which could adversely affect graduation status.  The first disciplinary action is a mandatory parent conference with administration. Additional Penalties may include, but are not limited to:
· Invalidation of any or all components of the course

· Suspension

· Failure to graduate

· Loss of scholarships

· Loss of college acceptance
Ethical Statement 
_____I alone shall complete the research necessary for all components of Research Seminar.

_____I shall document my paper according to the MLA (Modern Language Association) format 

and follow the directions and examples set forth in the Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School Research Seminar Handbook, thus giving proper credit to the author’s ideas that are not my own.

_____I shall include in my Research Seminar binder only work that I have created and completed myself. 

_____I alone, with appropriate assistance from my teacher, shall do all the work necessary to complete my Research Seminar binder.

_____Throughout the work during my Research Seminar class, I shall maintain the highest standards of moral and ethical conduct. 

_____I understand that integrity and honesty are vital parts of the Research Seminar class. Any proof that I plagiarized or was dishonest in any aspect of the Research Seminar class may require the completion of an entirely new paper, presentation and binder. This may jeopardize my graduation. 

With full realization of the responsibility and commitment entailed, I am initialing and signing this document. I understand that if I fail to adhere to the stated standards, I shall face any applicable consequences outlined in the plagiarism and academic dishonest policy and the disciplinary action policy . 

Student Name: _________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ 

Deadlines
Any student who misses a deadline during any aspect of the Research Seminar class may be subject to the following actions:

· Loss of credit for missing item

· Receipt of an incomplete grade for research or presentation, resulting in the need for summer school or the need to retake the class again.

· Failure to graduate

The course was created so that everything is done in steps to prepare you for your final research paper. The steps must be completed in order. You cannot skip steps. Failure to complete one assignment will prevent you from moving on to the next assignment.
Syllabus
Instructor Name: 
Mary Bonnell, Nicole Marcone, and Elizabeth Northup            
Email:  Mary.Bonnell@ppsd.org

Nicole.Marcone@ppsd.org

elizabeth.northup@ppsd.org

Course Description
The senior project is a Providence School Department graduation requirement. Research Seminar is designed to offer students the opportunity to explore and research a topic of their choice after approval by their teacher. Students are to adopt the MLA writing format and to submit a research paper that meets proficiency according to the research seminar writing rubric.  Upon completion of the research paper, students must present a power point presentation on their topic that meets proficiency according to the oral presentation rubric.  

While guidance and support will be provided during class time, students will be required to work independently and meet all required deadlines. 

Common Core Standards Addressed
· Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening:

· Particular emphasis will be given to the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards.
Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software 
Required Textbooks, Reading and Supplementary Materials
· Senior Exhibition Handbook

· Notebook with Folders or Binder

· Flash/Jump Drive 
Grading Policy
Research Seminar and Paper
· The student will be expected to participate and pass Research Seminar.  The grade will be comprised of the various pieces that are graded throughout the course as well as for the final research paper. 

· One of the course requirements is for students to keep a binder/electronic binder with all articles, notes, papers, etc. You will be required to show this folder to your teacher and/or research committee at any time. (see requirements below)
Research Seminar Presentation
· All students must do a presentation after successful completion of all prior requirements.

· In the event that the student does not successfully complete his/her Presentation, he/she will be afforded two additional opportunities to revise and re-present to a faculty-based committee.
· Students who do not successfully complete the Senior Project will not be allowed to graduate until they have completed the project (which may take place over the summer).
Research Seminar Binder
The Research Seminar binder serves several purposes.  It records the history of work you have done in class and the process and preparations for your final Presentation.  All of the documents and assignments you have completed during the class should be compiled in your binder or electronically on a flash/jump drive.  The contents should be in a neat manner on a regular basis so that you will not have to search later for the listed items.
The binder/portfolio must be complete in order for you to complete the class and prepare for your Presentation.  In the appendix see a list of assignments to be included in the Research Seminar Binder.
Saving Documents
You will only receive one flash/jump drive during the class, store the drive in a safe place.   Save all documents in multiple locations to ensure work does not get lost.  If work is lost, deadlines will remain fixed and nonnegotiable.  
Assignment Schedule
Introduction to Research





Due Date
	Writing Sample
	

	Parent Letter and all signed documents
	

	Mini Presentation
	


Synthesis Paper






Due Date
	Source Cards
	

	Annotated Articles
	

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	

	Quote Sheets
	

	Synthesis Outline
	

	Draft/Final Paper
	


Mini Research Paper





Due Date
	Thesis Proposal
	

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	

	Annotated Articles
	

	Source Cards
	

	Research Paper Outline
	

	Quote Sheets
	

	Work Cited Page
	

	Peer Edit Worksheet
	

	Draft for Mini Research Paper
	

	Final Mini Research Paper
	

	Notecards for Powerpoint
	

	Powerpoint
	

	Presentation
	


Final Research Paper





Due Date
	Thesis Proposal
	

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	

	Annotated Articles
	

	Source Cards
	

	Research Paper Outline
	

	Quote Sheets
	

	Work Cited Page
	

	First Draft Research Paper
	

	Peer Edit Worksheet
	

	Final Draft Research Paper
	

	Notecards for Powerpoint
	

	Powerpoint
	

	Approved Practice Presentation
	


Binder








Due Date
	Research Seminar Binder
	


EXAMPLES
Work Cited Card

Note Card Worksheet 

Thesis Support

Citation Examples
WORKS CITED CARD EXAMPLES

Example of Online Database
	Patterson, Ameila. “Economic Trends.”  Business Week. 2004. (Pg. 8-12): 

     EBSCOhost. Web. 10 June 2005.



	Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Publication.  Date Published.  (Page #). Medium                                        of publication. Date Retrieved.<---Indent this line



Example of Book
	Freeman, George and Elizabeth Anderson. Researching Literature. Keene NH:  J.A.   

     Press, 2007. Print. 




Note Card Worksheet* 
Note cards should be organized by subject heading
Format example
	SUBJECT: GENERAL INFORMATION                      AUTHOR’S LAST NAME: Innonceneproject.org

                                                                                             Page #5 

(this should match up with a works cited card)

QUOTE FROM SOURCE: 
“Thomas Haynesworth, then 18, is arrested as he walks to a store in his East End home. He had been spotted by one of the victims and identified as the perpetrator. The other four victims’ subsequently identify him as their attacker in an array of photos. He was never again released.”

MY INTERPRETATION OF QUOTE: 
It was assumed that because Thomas Haynesworth was identified by 5 people who he was accused of attacking, that he committed the crime. 

WHY THIS QUOTE IS IMPORTANT? (Briefly discuss quotes using your own words; why is it important; what does it help me to understand and how does it support your thesis?)

I find this so wrong because anyone can get a group of people and coincidentally see a man of the same race and similar height as the man who committed the crime. After Thomas Haynesworth was identified out and convicted, because of the accusations of the victims, a bunch of similar crimes were still occurring in the same neighborhood, even though he was in jail. I believe this is important because there was a good chance that he was innocent.

This helps me understand that people can be too easily accused of a crime. In our culture, although the law says people are innocent until proven guilty, I feel that it is the opposite. People assume guilt until they are able to prove their innocence. 

This supports my thesis because it is highly likely that Thomas Haynesworth did not commit the crimes and DNA testing would have immediately proved his innocence. 

*This will be a paragraph of your paper. 




Thesis Support
· A thesis statement is a clear sentence that states your position on an issue. 

· Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence. 

· Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

A good thesis statement will usually include the following four attributes:

· There are at least two sides to your issue

· It is specific enough that you have a clear area of focus

· Expresses one main idea 

· Assert your conclusions about a subject 
How to Generate a Thesis
1. Brainstorm the topic

Let’s say that your class focuses upon the problems posed by changes in the dietary habits of Americans. You find that you are interested in the amount of sugar Americans consume. 

You start out with a thesis statement like this:

Sugar consumption.
This fragment isn’t a thesis statement. Instead, it simply indicates a general subject. Your reader doesn’t know what you want to say about sugar consumption.

2. Narrow the topic.

Your readings about the topic, however, have led you to the conclusion that elementary school children are consuming far more sugar than is healthy.

You change your thesis to look like this:

Reducing sugar consumption by elementary school children.
This fragment not only tells the reader your subject, but it focuses on a specific group of the population: elementary school children. Furthermore, it raises a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree, because while most people might agree that children consume more sugar than they used to, not everyone would agree on what should be done or who should do it. You should note that this fragment is not a thesis statement because your reader doesn’t know your conclusions on the topic.

3. Take a position on the topic.
After reflecting on the topic a little while longer, you decide that what you really want to say about this topic is that something should be done to reduce the amount of sugar these children consume. You revise your thesis statement to look like this:

More attention should be paid to the food and beverage choices available to elementary school children.
This statement asserts your position, but the terms more attention and food and beverage choices are vague.

4. Use specific language.
You decide to explain what you mean about food and beverage choices, so you write:

Experts estimate that half of elementary school children consume nine times the recommended daily allowance of sugar.
This statement is specific, but it isn’t a thesis. It merely reports a statistic instead of making an assertion.

5. Make an assertion based on clearly stated support.
You finally revise your thesis statement one more time to look like this:

Because half of all American elementary school children consume nine times the recommended daily allowance of sugar, schools should be required to replace the beverages in soda machines with healthy alternatives.
Notice how the thesis answers the question, “What should be done to reduce sugar consumption by children, and who should do it?” When you started thinking about the paper, you may not have had a specific question in mind, but as you became more involved in the topic, your ideas became more specific. Your thesis changed to reflect your new insights.

Thesis Statement Examples
1. Example of an analytical thesis statement:
An analysis of the college admission process reveals one challenge facing counselors: accepting students with high test scores or students with strong extracurricular backgrounds.
The paper that follows should:

· explain the analysis of the college admission process

· explain the challenge facing admissions counselors

2. Example of an argumentative thesis statement:
High school graduates should be required to take a year off to pursue community service projects before entering college in order to increase their maturity and global awareness.
The paper that follows should:

· present an argument and give evidence to support the claim that students should pursue community projects before entering college

Citation Examples
For each entry, follow the order that is listed, including punctuation; however, if information, such as an

author’s name, is unavailable, list the source by title. Only the first word, proper nouns and proper

adjectives of a book or article title are capitalized. Notice that many titles are in italics. For references go to the Purdue Owl website and search MLA.

Citing an online periodical (magazine)

Author’s Last Name, First initial. (Year, Date of Article). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume number (if

available). Date of Retrieval, from web address

Example:
Johnson, J. T. (1999, November 18). Caesar and Beowulf- a comparison of literature. US News and World Report,24. Retrieved March 14, 2000, from http://www.usnwr.com/Rome/Nov.99/caesar.asp
In-text citation (Johnson, 1999)
1. Citing a book with one author:
Author’s last name, First initial. (Year). Title of book. City and/or State of Publication: Publisher.

Example:
Campbell, J. (1978). Heroic cycles. New York: Houghton Mifflin.
2. In-text citation 

“Quote” (Author, p. #).

Example:
“Horses are extraordinary animals” (Campbell, p. 78).

3. Citing a book with more than one author:

Author’s last name, First initial, Second Author’s last name and first initial. (Year). Title of book. City and or

State of Publication: Publisher.

Example:
Campbell, J., Mann, E. (1982). Heroes, myths, and mythmaking. New York: Harper Collins.

4. Citing a book with no author:

Title. City:Publisher, Year. Medium of Publication.

Example:
Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print

In-text citation 

“Consequences of growing up poor,” 6).
5. Citing a magazine article with a known author:
Author’s last name, First initial. (Year, Date of Article). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume

number, Page Number(s) On Which the Article Appears.
Example:
Sunny, G. (1990, January). The last stages of empire. National Geographic, 116, January 1990,

8-16.

In-text citation (Sunny, 1990)
6. Citing an article from a newspaper:

Author’s last name, First initial. (Year, Date of Article). Title of article. Title of Newspaper,

page number(s) On Which the Article Appears.

Example:
Johnson, J. T. (1999, November 18). Caesar and Beowulf- a comparison. The Seattle Times, p. C1.

In-text citation (Johnson, 1999)

Citing an article from a newspaper online:

Author’s last name, First initial. (Year, Date of Article). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, Date of Retrieval,

7. Citing from website

Example:
Johnson, J. T. (1999, November 18). Caesar and Beowulf- a comparison of literature. The Seattle Times,

Retrieved March 14, 2000, from http://www.seattletimes.com/Rome/Nov.99/caesar.asp

In-text citation (Johnson, 1999)
8. Citing an online periodical (magazine)

Author’s Last Name, First initial. (Year, Date of Article). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume number (if

available). Date of Retrieval, from web address

Example:
Johnson, J. T. (1999, November 18). Caesar and Beowulf- a comparison of literature. US News and World Report,24. Retrieved March 14, 2000, from http://www.usnwr.com/Rome/Nov.99/caesar.asp

In-text citation (Johnson, 1999)

SYNTHESIS PAPER
	Assignment
	Grade

	Source Cards
	/50

	Annotated Articles
	/60

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	/20

	Quote Sheets
	/50

	Synthesis Outline
	/50

	Draft/Final Paper
	/100

	Total
	/330


Source Cards
Each entry should be formatted using MLA. 
	Source #1



	Source #2



	Source #3



	Source #4



	Source #5




Synthesis Articles
PRINT SYNTHESIS PROMPT PAGES 2-10 AND PLACE HERE!!!!
Annotated Bibliography Worksheet 
PRINT ANNOTATED BIB SHEET AND PLACE HERE!!!!
Quote Sheets

	SUBTOPIC:                                     AUTHOR’S LAST NAME:                              Page: 

(this should match up with a source card entry)

QUOTE FROM SOURCE: 
MY INTERPRETATION OF QUOTE: 
WHY THIS QUOTE IS IMPORTANT? (Briefly discuss quotes using your own words; why is it important; what does it help me to understand and how does it support your thesis?)

 

	Synthesis Outline 
PRINT SYNTHESIS OUTLINE AND PLACE HERE!!!!

	


MINI RESEARCH PAPER
	Assignment
	Grade

	Thesis Brainstorming
	/30

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	/20

	Annotated Articles
	/80

	Source Cards
	/50

	Research Paper Outline
	/50

	Quote Sheets
	/50

	Work Cited Page
	/40

	Peer Edit Worksheet
	/20

	Draft for Mini Research Paper
	/50

	Final Mini Research Paper
	/100

	Mini Research Paper Self-Reflection
	/20

	Notecards for Powerpoint
	/40

	Powerpoint
	/50

	Presentation
	/100

	Total
	/700


Name:








Senior Seminar-Thesis Brainstorming
Possible Topic:

Questions that I have about this topic:

Preliminary Research- Find articles from approved websites that answer your questions. Then read and annotate those articles. What is your initial research on the topic telling you?
Do these questions and your initial research lead you to discover a larger issue related to your topic? Yes or No? If No, rethink your topic and questions!!
If Yes, what is the problem?


________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your proposed solution to your problem?

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you develop a thesis statement from your research? Yes or No? If No, rethink your topic and questions!
If Yes, your thesis statement is:

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Annotated Bibliography Worksheet 
PRINT ANNOTATED BIB SHEET AND PLACE HERE!!!!
Source Cards
Each entry should be formatted using MLA. 
	Source #1



	Source #2



	Source #3



	Source #4



	Source #5




Name: 








Date:




Senior Thesis Research Paper Organizer 

	The topic I am writing about is 
My stance on this topic is

I feel this way because




Provide Background Information on your topic.

· What is it? My topic is 







































· Why should people care about it? People should care about my topic because 
































· Tell the reader about the history of your topic. My topic comes from 

































· Is there any information in the news about this topic? Are people familiar with this topic? What information does your reader already know from the news and media? 

















































· What statistic are you going to open your paper and presentation with?

































	Sub-Topic # 1 (2-3 pages total)
My first supporting reason is:



	Connection to Thesis

Why is this sub-topic one of the reasons people should support your thesis?




**NOTE: Each box below may contain MORE THAN ONE sentence!**
	1. TOPIC SENTENCE (This may be a statistic or a statement of your subtopic)


	2. Why is this subtopic important?


	3. What information do you have that supports your subtopic?


	4.  Introduce the quote you are about to use, where did it come from? Who said it?


	5. Copy the quote in MLA here!



	7. Summarize- tie it back to your topic sentence! How does this quote support your subtopic, and therefore, your thesis?


**NOTE: Repeat Steps 3-7 for each quote that supports your subtopic!***

	Sub-Topic # 2 (2-3 pages total)

My first supporting reason is:




	Connection to Thesis

Why is this sub-topic one of the reasons people should support your thesis?




**NOTE: Each box below may contain MORE THAN ONE sentence!**

	1. TOPIC SENTENCE (This may be a statistic or a statement of your subtopic)


	2. Why is this subtopic important?


	3. What information do you have that supports your subtopic?


	4.  Introduce the quote you are about to use, where did it come from? Who said it?


	5. Copy the quote in MLA here!



	7. Summarize- tie it back to your topic sentence! How does this quote support your subtopic, and therefore, your thesis?


**NOTE: Repeat Steps 3-7 for each quote that supports your subtopic!***

	Sub-Topic # 3 (2-3 pages total)

My first supporting reason is:




	Connection to Thesis

Why is this sub-topic one of the reasons people should support your thesis?




**NOTE: Each box below may contain MORE THAN ONE sentence!**

	1. TOPIC SENTENCE (This may be a statistic or a statement of your subtopic)


	2. Why is this subtopic important?


	3. What information do you have that supports your subtopic?


	4.  Introduce the quote you are about to use, where did it come from? Who said it?


	5. Copy the quote in MLA here!



	7. Summarize- tie it back to your topic sentence! How does this quote support your subtopic, and therefore, your thesis?


**NOTE: Repeat Steps 3-7 for each quote that supports your subtopic!***

	Sub-Topic #_2_




	Connection to Thesis





(quotes and citations) 
	1. TOPIC SENTENCE:


	2. 


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. Summarize and link back to topic sentence


	Sub-Topic #_3_




	Connection to Thesis





(quotes and citations) 
	1. TOPIC SENTENCE:


	2. 


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. Summarize and link back to topic sentence:


	Address potential counter-argument AND rebut it! 

· One potential counter argument for my topic is                                                                          
· This argument is not valid because                                                                                              
· My position is valid because 

· 

	· 


	Call to action! (what do you want to see accomplished or what steps can you take to follow through on ideas presented in your paper?)

· 


	Lingering Questions (If you were to continue your research what do you still want to know? New questions? )



Quote Sheets
SUBTOPIC:                                     AUTHOR’S LAST NAME:                              Page: 

(this should match up with a source card entry)

QUOTE FROM SOURCE: 
MY INTERPRETATION OF QUOTE: 
WHY THIS QUOTE IS IMPORTANT? (Briefly discuss quotes using your own words; why is it important; what does it help me to understand and how does it support your thesis?)
Source Worksheet for Works Cited Page
Entry Information for an Internet source
______________________________ .  _________________________________________ .                                                        

Author’s last name, first name                        “Title of webpage.”

____________________ .  ________________________________.  __________________________

Date (day month year)        Name of sponsoring organization         Date of access (day month year)

<________________________________________>.

         <Webpage address>.
Entry Information for a Book
__________________________.  ___________________________________________.

Author’s last name, first name                        Title of the book
___________________________:  ________________________________, ______________________.

Place of publication                                 Name of publisher                                Publication date
Entry Information for a Periodical 
________________________. ___________________________________________.

Author’s last name, first name                     “Title of article.”

_______________________   ___________________:  ______________________.

   Name of periodical               Date (day month year)        Start & end pages
Peer Edit Worksheet
Reviewer: _______________________ Author: ________________________________
	Using the following checklist, complete a review of a classmate’s paper:  
STUDENT CHECKLIST 

	1. What do you think is the main idea of this piece?

	

	2. What is the thesis statement in this essay

NOTE: if you have trouble identifying either the question/problem/issue or the thesis, be sure to concentrate on how to help the writer clarify the problem 



	3. List all major topics in this essay that match/relate to the thesis statement. 



	4. List any topics or ideas that do not relate to the thesis. 



	5. List and describe any passages in this essay that you do not understand. Include why you do not understand these sections. 



	6. Mark or highlight any grammatical or spelling errors that need to be addressed. (Use a different color or style font to do this.) Do not correct these errors just point them out. 



	7. Provide general feedback to your partner. For example, how did you react to the topic? Were you able to follow the writer’s thoughts? What were the strongest points of the writing? What were the weakest points and why? 




Mini Research Paper Self-Evaluation
1. What surprising information did you learn about your topic during the research phase of your project?

2. What problems did you encounter during your research?  How did you go about solving these problems?

3. If given the opportunity to revise/refine your research topic, what would you change?  Why?

4. What sort of assistance did you receive throughout the writing process?  From whom?

5. What problems did you encounter during the writing of your paper?  How did you overcome these problems?

6. What aspect of the completion of the research paper are you most proud?  Why?
FINAL  RESEARCH PAPER
	Assignment
	Grade

	Senior Thesis Proposal
	/100

	Annotated Bibliography Worksheet
	/20

	Annotated Articles

Personal Interview (Optional)
	/120

/50

	Source Cards
	/50

	Research Paper Outline
	/50

	Quote Sheets
	/50

	Work Cited Page
	/40

	First Draft Research Paper
	/80

	Peer Edit Worksheet
	/30

	Final Draft Research Paper
	/100

	Final Research Paper Self-Reflection
	/20

	Notecards for Powerpoint
	/40

	Powerpoint
	/50

	Approved Practice Presentation
	/100

	Total
	/850


**All worksheets previously used are located in the appendix section**
Senior Thesis Proposal
Your first task for the Senior Project is to identify your topic and submit a proposal to the Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School Research Seminar Committee. The Senior Project proposal requires you to plan all phases of your Senior Project before beginning. By completing the Senior Project Proposal, you will have a clear plan in place. This proposal becomes the blueprint for your project. Careful planning of your project will help you avoid unexpected road blocks and setbacks. Your proposal should be typed, well-written, insightful, thorough, organized, and engaging. You should be as specific as possible in your letter of intent in order to give the Research Seminar Committee complete understanding of your thesis so they can make an informed decision about your proposal. 
A student cannot begin research until his/her letter of intent is approved.  Letters of Intent should be written according to the following format.
1. Letters must be typed and single-spaced, using Times New Roman, 12-point font.  

2. The letter is to address the following:

a. Paragraph One:

a.i. Introduce yourself to your Research Seminar Committee.

a.ii. Introduce your general topic for your senior project

b.  Paragraph Two:

b.i. Explain why you chose this topic

b.ii. Explain how you turned this topic into the issue you’ve chosen

b.iii. Explain the importance of this topic—why it is important to you, and why others should find it important.  Include background information and statistics.
b.iv. What major question are you seeking to answer? This can be a bulleted list.

c. Paragraph Three:

c.i. Contemplate and predict your “learning stretch.”

c.ii. Clearly indicate your understanding of the expected ethical behavior and the penalty for violations with regard to plagiarism and dishonest policy.
	Thesis statement
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Student Name: ___________________________________________

Date: _____________ 

Student Signature: ________________________________________

Research Seminar Committee:
Approve ________________ Disapprove_______________
Personal Interview (Optional)
An optional source for your paper is a personal interview. Information from the interview must be cited in your paper and properly formatted on your “Works Cited” page of each draft of your paper. 

Personal interviews are powerful research tools and you are strongly encouraged to take the time complete an interview. If you choose to interview someone, you will have the opportunity to talk with someone who has firsthand experience in your area of interest. Unlike when you read, you ask questions immediately as you have them. Be sure to listen carefully and ask follow-up questions to the answers you hear. You often end up with a much deeper, real world view of your topic. 

A personal interview requires that you meet face-to-face with an individual who has professional knowledge or expertise in the specific area of your paper. You will ask this person questions that will deepen your understanding and help you to broaden the research of your topic. You should conduct the interview in person, rather than over the phone or by email. 

Because this is your interview to conduct, you must:

· Find an appropriate person to interview. This person MUST be approved by your teacher before you conduct the interview.

· Develop and ask good questions. 

· Take notes and record the information. You may want to record the interview. In order to do this, you will need permission in advance from the person you are interviewing. 

· Use some of the information you learn from the interview to write a better research paper. 
Setting Up The Interview
The first hurdle in setting up the interview is to find and contact a person who meets your research needs. Make sure you present yourself properly the first time. If you do not, you may not have a second chance. First impressions are important. The success of the first contact may impact the overall success of the interview. 

To accomplish this 

• Telephone or visit the person you would like to interview. 

• Introduce yourself as a student from Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School. 

• Explain the purpose of your visit and request the interview. 

• Have some potential questions available so the person can get an idea of what types of questions you might ask and what kind of information you might need. 

• Set a mutually convenient time and place to meet.

Making a good impression is important. Taking the time to script, or write out, what you want to say is recommended, especially if you are a little uncomfortable. Here is a sample: 

“Hello, Dr. Gama. My name is Jose Fernandez. I am a senior at Dr, Jorge High School, I was wondering if you could help me with some research for my Senior Project. I need firsthand information about the impact of chemotherapy treatments on the family members of the patient. I am especially interested to know how the family copes with the emotional effects of the treatment on the patient and the family. I heard you speak at the annual Walk for Life and was inspired by your commitment to your patients. Would you be willing to let me interview you on this topic? 
Procedure for the Interview
An interview is all about the questions and answers. Strong, thoughtful, informative questions produce strong, thoughtful, informative answers. Preparing questions before the interview is critical. Do not “wing it” in an interview setting. Have a set of questions to guide the interview. Spontaneity has a role. Follow-up questions rely on the listening skills of the interviewer. Developing the skill to construct questions based on what is said in the interview is extremely important. The person you are interviewing has given up precious personal time to meet with you. Deliberate, well-planned questions demonstrate that a significant amount of time has been devoted to preparing for the interview. 

Your thesis statement and preliminary outline must be considered when developing your questions. What type of information do you need to develop the argument and prove the thesis? What questions do you still have after the research you have already done? Do you need additional or more authoritative support for any of your points? 

Questions should address your identified research needs.
The following guidelines will help to ensure a successful interview: 

• Call the interviewee the day before to confirm the meeting. 

• Write out your questions ahead of time and leave plenty of space for notes/answers 

• Bring blank pages/ cards for any follow-up questions you might want to ask during the interview. 

• Arrive at the interview a few minutes early. Dress neatly! 

• Introduce yourself. Shake hands firmly and make eye contact. A suggested introduction might be- 

• Hello, Dr. Gama. I am Jose Fernandez from Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School. (Shake hands) Thank you for meeting with me today. I have a few questions for you. 

• If you hope to tape the interview ask the person in advance of the meeting for permission to do so. Taking notes to back up the taped conversation is important. If any technical difficulties are encountered, the notes will serve as backup. 

• Speak slowly and clearly. Ask questions and listen actively to the responses. Make eye contact frequently. Maintain interest in what the person is saying even if the answer seems a bit long for the question. 

• Take careful notes. However, taking down every word is not necessary. Process and synthesize information. Make notes of the most important points or comments. 

• Read back direct quotes to check for accuracy and agreement on what was communicated. 

• At the end of the interview thank the person for his/her time. Tell him/her you found the information valuable and interesting. Shake hands. A possible ending might be 

o Thanks again, Dr. Gama. I really appreciate your taking the time to talk to me. (Shake hands) 

• Good manners dictate that you write a thank you note on which you more formally thank the person for his/her time and explain how that person helped you. A thank you note is a must after a job interview, for instance, and so this is “good practice.” 
Research Paper Rubric 
	
	EXCEPTIONAL

(5)
	ABOVE AVERAGE

(4)
	AVERAGE

(3)
	BELOW AVERAGE

(2)
	FAIL

(0)
	Total

	INTRODUCTION AND THESIS 


	Introduction is well-developed and clear throughout; strong  thesis/controlling idea
	Introduction is effective and clear throughout; effective thesis/controlling idea 
	Introduction is evident; evident thesis/controlling idea 
	Introduction is attempted;  vague thesis/controlling idea 


	Introduction is unclear; lacks thesis/controlling idea 
	

	SUPPORTING EVIDENCE


	Fully-developed details; rich and insightful elaboration which supports thesis by using quotes from a variety of texts 
	Details are relevant and supports thesis; details are sufficiently elaborated upon by using quotes from a variety of texts
	Details are relevant and mostly support thesis by using quotes from some variety of text
	Details are irrelevant and generally do not support thesis; ineffective or no use of quotes; use of variety of texts is limited
	Irrelevant detail with no connection to thesis; ineffective or no use of quotes/texts
	

	BODY
	Intentionally organized for dynamic effect; exceptional use of language to support thesis throughout
	Intentionally organized for effect; effective use of language to support thesis throughout
	Generally organized for effect; adequate use of language to somewhat support thesis
	Somewhat organized; minimal support of thesis
	Little or no organization; rudimentary or no support of thesis
	

	CONCLUSION
	Eloquently restates thesis; strongly connects main points; leaves a lasting  impression 
	Effectively restates thesis; effectively connects main points; leaves an impression
	Restates thesis; connects main points; somewhat leaves an impression
	Inadequate restatement of  thesis; no lasting impression
	Lacks restatement of thesis; no impression
	

	CONVENTIONS
	Excellent use and consistent application of the rules of grammar, usage, and mechanics; superior command of sentence structure
	Good use of and consistent application of grammar, usage, and mechanics; 

good command of sentence structure 
	Some errors in application of grammar, usage, and mechanics; limited command of sentence structure
	Major problems and errors in the application of  grammar, usage, and mechanics; weak command of sentence structure
	Poor use of and errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; poor sentence structure
	

	FORMAT/

WRITING PROCESS
	Accurate use of MLA format; required sources and drafts included
	Minor problems in MLA format; required sources and drafts included
	Noticeable problems in   MLA format; required sources and drafts included
	Incorrect MLA format; required sources and drafts included
	Incorrect MLA format; lacks required sources and drafts 
	


ADD Citations to rubric

	Distinguished

30-26

	Proficient

25-22
	Emerging

21-18
	Unacceptable

17 & below


Final Grade: ________________
Oral Presentation
· In either December or May spring of senior year(some junior year), seniors will present their work during a 15 minute presentation comprised of a 10-15 minute PowerPoint presentation and a 5 minute question and answer session. Seniors will use this opportunity to reflect on their research, the resulting learning stretch, and the credibility of their thesis. A panel comprised of faculty and staff will grade each student using a rubric specific to the presentation (See Appendix C). 

· Prior to their Presentations, students will work with their Research Seminar teacher to create the PowerPoint and practice their presentations.  The research paper will be graded separately prior to the presentation using rubric specific to the paper (Appendix B). Students who have not successfully written a paper and completed all aspects of the Research Seminar binder will not be allowed to complete their presentation. 

Students must bring their Research Seminar binder to the panel of judges at the final presentation
 Dress for Success!
· The total package is what counts-the first 15 seconds you walk into the presentation room, the evaluators will give you 0 or 3 points based on your dress.

· What you wear should not distract from what you have to say.

· Your appearance indicates a respect for yourself.

· Your appearance should send the message that you believe what you have to say is important and that the audience wants you to listen and learn.

· A check indicates, “Yes, my appearance meets the criteria.”
Females
⁭ Dress pants-dark color is more professional. 

⁭ Skirts/Dresses should be knee length or longer

⁭ Dress shoes

⁭ Dress shirt or blouse with or without a jacket or sweater. No cleavage or midriff should be revealed.

⁭ Jewelry worn does not distract the audience viewing the presentation
Males
⁭ Khakis or dress pants-dark color is more professional. 

⁭ Dress shoes- NOT sneakers

⁭ Dress socks-Should match either show color or pant color

⁭ Long sleeved colored dress shirt-tucked into pants

⁭ Tie-Should match shirt

⁭ Belt

Oral Presentations: Peer Evaluation
Person Presenting: ____________________________
Please rate each of the following criteria on a scale of 1 to 5:
(Needs improvement) 12345 (good)
	1. The presenter spoke clearly.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2. The presenter spoke at a good volume.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3. The presenter spoke at a good pace.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4. The presenter faced the audience.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5. The presenter appeared relaxed.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6. The presenter stood up straight.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7. The presenter used effective hand gestures.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8. The presenter made eye contact with me.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9. The introduction caught my attention.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10. The presenter provided some good examples.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11. The conclusion wrapped up the speech.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12. I found this topic interesting.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	Presentation Peer Review Sheet

	Presenter’s Name:
	Topic

	Use the following scale to rate the presenter: 
1 = strongly disagree 2=disagree 3=somewhat agree 4=agree 5=strongly agree

	The presenter spoke clearly and loudly
	

	I could understand what the speaker was saying.
	

	The presenter explained unfamiliar vocabulary.
	

	The speech was well organized and followed a logical order.
	

	The speaker gave interesting facts and examples.
	

	The speaker’s slideshow helped me understand the topic better.
	

	Slide design and layout contributed to the effectiveness of the presentation (there were few or no distracting elements).
	

	Overall I felt that the speaker’s presentation was well done.
	


Oral Presentation Rubric
	
	EXCEPTIONAL

(5)
	ABOVE AVERAGE

(4)
	AVERAGE

(3)
	BELOW AVERAGE

(2)
	FAIL

(0)
	Total

	CONTENT

	-----------------------------
	Uses compelling examples that amplify the thesis. 
	Uses specific, relevant examples to support the thesis.
	Generalized, listed or undeveloped examples  that are too few or are inadequately connected to the thesis.
	Random or minimal examples or textual references that do not connect to the thesis.
	

	
	-----------------------------
	Student provides analytical interpretation of examples leading to powerful insights that support the thesis statement.
	Student provides analytical interpretation of examples leading to insights that support the thesis statement


	Student provides some analytical interpretation of examples leading to insights that somewhat support the thesis statement
	Student provides no analytical interpretation of examples leading to insights that do not support the thesis statement
	

	
	Effectively uses subject appropriate terminology that demonstrates expert knowledge on the topic
	Effectively  uses subject appropriate terminology that demonstrates mastery level  knowledge on the topic
	Adequately uses subject appropriate terminology that demonstrates knowledge on the topic
	Limited use of  subject appropriate terminology that demonstrates knowledge on the topic
	Inaccurately uses subject appropriate terminology or no subject appropriate terminology is present
	

	DELIVERY
	Effectively uses a variety of strategies of address (eye contact, speaking rate, volume)
	Adequately uses a variety of strategies of address (eye contact, speaking rate, volume)
	Uses strategies of address (eye contact, speaking rate, volume)
	Limited use of strategies of address (eye contact, speaking rate, volume)
	Ineffectively  a few strategies of address (eye contact, speaking rate, volume)
	

	
	Exhibits logical organization and consistent focus with smooth transitions and a coherent conclusion
	Exhibits organization and consistent focus with smooth transitions and a coherent conclusion
	Exhibits organization and focus with transitions and a conclusion
	Exhibits little organization and focus


	Lacks organization and focus
	

	VISUAL AID
	Effectively demonstrates innovative, creative thought, integrates key points, maintains interest and emphasizes the central message
	Adequately demonstrates innovative, creative thought, integrates key points, maintains interest and emphasizes the central message
	Demonstrates innovative, creative thought, integrates key points, maintains interest and emphasizes the central message
	Limited demonstration of innovative,  creative thought, integrates key points, maintains interest and emphasizes the central message
	Ineffectively demonstrates innovative, creative thought, integrates key points, maintains interest and emphasizes the central message
	

	DRESS REQUIREMENTS
	-----------------------------
	-----------------------------
	Females:  Business suit, dress, skirt/pants with blouse/sweater, dress shoes
Males:

Business suit, sport coat dress pants and shirt, dress shoes and socks, tie
	------------------
	Does not follow dress requirements
	

	TIMING

(10-15 minutes)
	------------------
	------------------
	Follows instructions by adhering  to time frame
	Presentation is 8-9:59 minutes long
	Fails to follow instructions by not  adhering to time frame
	

	JUDGES’S QUESTIONS
(not part of  10-15 minutes)
	Expertly responds to audience questions and feedback
	Effectively responds to audience questions and feedback
	Adequately  responds to audience questions and feedback
	Somewhat responds to audience questions and feedback
	Ineffectively   responds to audience questions and feedback
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	Total


Maximum Points Available- 33 Minimum Passing Score- 27 Student Score: __________

If you did not pass, look on the back for feedback on how you can improve your presentation
APPENDIX
Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

Source Cards

Research Paper Organizer

Sample Notecards

Source Worksheet for Works Cited Page

Peer Edit Worksheet

Research Paper Self-Evaluation

Contents for Research Binder

Common Core Standards
Appendix A-Annotated Bibliography Worksheet 
PRINT ANNOTATED BIB SHEET AND PLACE HERE!!!!
	


Appendix B-Source Cards
Each entry should be formatted using MLA. 
	Source #1



	Source #2



	Source #3



	Source #4



	Source #5




Appendix C-Research Paper Organizer 

	Topic Choice? (a one paragraph explanation of why you chose your topic)




	What did I know before my research? (either bullets or a paragraph)




	What do I want to know? (bulleted list of question that you intend to answer through your research)




	What did I learn? (the research, and therefore the largest portion of your paper. Also give an intro. To your learning and explain your sub-topics. )




Using your note card sheets, you will complete one of these sheets per sub-topic (most kids have 3 subtopics) 

	Sub-Topic #__




	Connection to Thesis





(quotes and citations) 
	1.


	2. 


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. 


	


Using your note card sheets, you will complete one of these sheets per sub-topic (most kids have 3 subtopics) 

	Sub-Topic #__




	Connection to Thesis





(quotes and citations) 
	1.


	2. 


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. 


	


Using your note card sheets, you will complete one of these sheets per sub-topic (most kids have 3 subtopics) 

	Sub-Topic #__




	Connection to Thesis





(quotes and citations) 
	1.


	2. 


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. 


	


	Address potential counter-argument #1 AND rebut it! 




	Address counter-argument #2 and REBUT it! 




	Call to action! (what do you want to see accomplished or what steps can you take to follow through on ideas presented in your paper?)

Lingering Questions (If you were to continue your research what do you still want to know? New questions? )


Appendix D-Sample Note Cards
	SUBTOPIC:                                     AUTHOR’S LAST NAME:                              Page: 

(this should match up with a source card entry)

QUOTE FROM SOURCE: 
MY INTERPRETATION OF QUOTE: 
WHY THIS QUOTE IS IMPORTANT? (Briefly discuss quotes using your own words; why is it important; what does it help me to understand and how does it support your thesis?)




	Appendix E - Source Worksheet for Works Cited Page
Entry Information for an Internet source
______________________________ .  _________________________________________ .                                                        

Author’s last name, first name                        “Title of webpage.”

____________________ .  ________________________________.  __________________________

Date (day month year)        Name of sponsoring organization         Date of access (day month year)

<________________________________________>.

         <Webpage address>.
Entry Information for a Book
__________________________.  ___________________________________________.

Author’s last name, first name                        Title of the book
___________________________:  ________________________________, ______________________.

Place of publication                                 Name of publisher                                Publication date
Entry Information for a Periodical 
________________________. ___________________________________________.

Author’s last name, first name                     “Title of article.”

_______________________   ___________________:  ______________________.

   Name of periodical               Date (day month year)        Start & end p

	Appendix F - Peer Edit Worksheet
Reviewer: _______________________ Author: ________________________________
Using the following checklist, complete a review of a classmate’s paper:  
STUDENT CHECKLIST 
1. What do you think is the main idea of this piece?

2. What is the thesis statement in this essay

NOTE: if you have trouble identifying either the question/problem/issue or the thesis, be sure to concentrate on how to help the writer clarify the problem 

3. List all major topics in this essay that match/relate to the thesis statement. 

4. List any topics or ideas that do not relate to the thesis. 

5. List and describe any passages in this essay that you do not understand. Include why you do not understand these sections. 

6. Mark or highlight any grammatical or spelling errors that need to be addressed. (Use a different color or style font to do this.) Do not correct these errors just point them out. 

7. Provide general feedback to your partner. For example, how did you react to the topic? Were you able to follow the writer’s thoughts? What were the strongest points of the writing? What were the weakest points and why? 

Appendix G - Research Paper Self-Evaluation
7. What surprising information did you learn about your topic during the research phase of your project?

8. What problems did you encounter during your research?  How did you go about solving these problems?

9. If given the opportunity to revise/refine your research topic, what would you change?  Why?

10. What sort of assistance did you receive throughout the writing process?  From whom?

11. What problems did you encounter during the writing of your paper?  How did you overcome these problems?

12. What aspect of the completion of the research paper are you most proud?  Why?


	


	Appendix H – Contents for Research Binder 
Introduction to Research 
· Writing Sample

· Parent Letter and all signed documents

· Mini Presentation
Synthesis Paper
· Source Cards

· Annotated Articles

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Quote Sheets

· Synthesis Outline

· Draft/Final Paper
Mini Research Paper
· Thesis Proposal

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Annotated Articles

· Source Cards

· Research Paper Outline

· Quote Sheets

· Work Cited Page

· Peer Edit Worksheet

· Draft for Mini Research Paper

· Final Mini Research Paper
       Presentation for Mini Research Paper
· Notecards for Powerpoint

· Powerpoint 

· Presentation                           
   


Final Research Paper
· Thesis Proposal

· Annotated Bibliography Worksheet

· Annotated Articles

· Source Cards

· Research Paper Outline

· Quote Sheets

· Work Cited Page

· First Draft Research Paper

· Peer Edit Worksheet

· Final Draft Research Paper
          Presentation for Final Research Paper
· Notecards

· Powerpoint
· Approved Practice Presentation
Appendix I - Common Core Standards
Text Types and Purposes 
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1a Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1b Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2b Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic..
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2f Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic)..
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 here.)
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.



	


	

	

	


	


	


	


	


6.  Tell the reader what the quote is saying





6.  Tell the reader what the quote is saying





6.  Tell the reader what the quote is saying








