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Consored Texts
Use the following checklis to help guide you through your writing.

“Argument Check ist

‘Dimensions for Writing Prompt

Using Evidence and Reasoning

[ 1 stated my position clearly.

T I summarized the readings carefully and fairly.

T 1 analyzed the readings and stated where |
disagreed or had questions

0 1 wrote a conclusion that summarizes my
argument and makes my readers think

Being Clear and Organized

01 used words and phrases that help a reader
follow my argument

T My writing is clear and my ideas develop from
the introduction to the conclusion

T 1 used paragraphs to organize information and
ideas that belong together

Using Standard English

T 1 wrote in a formal style

T T have checked my grammar and spelling

T 1 used the vocabulary that is appropriate for
this topic
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Censored Texts
STUDENT INSTRUCTIONS
A. Task context:

This task asks you to consider whether texts should be edited in order to remove potentially offensive content. You will examine opinion pieces about the editing of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, and then do a comparison reading of two versions of a scene from A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. You are asked to take a position as to whether texts should be altered or left in the original form.

Reading Comprehension Task

In recent times there has been much debate about whether it is appropriate to edit acknowledged literary classics and remove racially charged words and content. The controversy has most recently been focused on Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Review the claims made by the authors you have read today.
In two paragraphs of 250 words total: 

· State your position on whether students should read the original or the new edition of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

· Support your position using specific evidence from at least one of the authors that you read today. 

Preparing to Write 
Think about the following questions: 

1. What do you have to read and write to complete this task? In other words, what is this task asking you to do? 

2. Is your position exactly that of the authors you read? 

3. Are there other points and evidence you think should be included?

As you write: 
· State your position clearly 

· Cite specific evidence from at least two authors of the texts that supports your position. 

· Use the conventions of standard written English.
Essay Writing Task:
Argument-based Writing Prompt: Write a short (500 word) essay in which you take a clear position (make an explicit argument) on whether or not literary classics should be censored or edited for students to remove dangerous and offensive content. For example, you may argue: 

· Literary classics should never be censored or edited for students. 

· Literary classics need to be censored or edited for students. 

· There are certain conditions that determine the decision as to whether to study the censored or edited version of a particular literary classic. 
· Your unique position based on your understanding and response to the readings.
No matter what position you take, it is important to: 

· State where you stand. 

· Back up your position with clear claims and evidence. 

· Consider why people might disagree with you (make counterclaims) and defend your position against their objections.
Your teacher and other readers will score your essay based on how well you: 

· State your position clearly and fully. 

· Make specific claim(s) or point(s) that support your position. 

· Develop your claim(s) using your own ideas and evidence (such as data, quotes, and observations). 

· Cite, analyze, and connect the evidence to your argument. 

· Address claims or viewpoints that differ from your position or argument. 

· Write a conclusion that summarizes your argument and helps your readers to think (for instance, what future implications or consequences might result from continuing or not continuing to sanitize literary works?). 

· Organize your essay clearly using words, phrases, transitions, and clauses to show how the parts of your argument are related. 

· Use a formal style and objective tone. 
· Use the conventions of standard written English and vocabulary relevant to the topic. 
Preparing to Write
Think about the following questions: 

1. What is your position? 

2. What is the best evidence from the texts to support your position? 

3. What might people who disagree with you claim or question about your claims?
B. Final product: 

You will write a short (500 word) essay in which you take a clear position (on whether or not literary classics should be censored or edited for students to remove dangerous and offensive content). You will also submit your paragraph from the Reading Comprehension assignment and your two completed graphic organizers.
Additional Information 
C. Knowledge and skills you will need to demonstrate on this task:
· Careful reading of a text to identify specific arguments

· Identifying claims and counter-claims

· Use information from texts to organize and support an argument
D. Materials needed:
· Activity 2 Texts:


· Text 1: Libraries, the First Amendment, and Banned Books 

· Text 2: Alan Gribben
· Text 3: Kent Oliver

· Graphic Organizer: Different viewpoints about the new edition of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
· Activity 3 Text: A Case: Two versions of A Raisin in the Sun
· Activity 4 Text: Original and revised versions of the final scene from A Raisin in the Sun

· Graphic organizer for writing task
· Argument checklist (on the following page)
E. Time requirements:
Your teacher will provide you with time constraints for each piece of the task. 
F. Scoring:
Your work will be scored using the Reading Information/Writing Argument: Analytic Rubric (9-10). You should make sure you are familiar with the language that describes the expectations for proficient performance.
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