
"Transformations Around Me:
Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

 TASK  LADDER

by Gena D. Rowell

This module is meant to be taught as a stand-alone or in conjunction with the Colorado Department of
Education Instructional Unit Sample for First Grade Reading, Writing, and Communicating entitled,
"Transformations Around Me", drawing on knowledge gained from the unit's Learning Experience #2, which
establishes foundational understanding for the rest of the unit.  This unit can be found at:  
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/instructionalunits-1stgrade

Unit Description: This unit centers around the attributes of physical communities and the adaptations that
people make in order to be successful in particular environments. During the 6-8 weeks of the unit, students
will examine their own physical community. They will respond to text and images and construct short written
pieces for different purposes/audiences (including letters to pen pals, newspaper “articles,” etc.)
documenting changes that occur and adaptations people make across seasons. The learning experiences
build to a performance assessment that asks students to write (and create videos) about an adaptation, in
the form of a favorite activity, they make in a particular season.

This module focuses on the second performance task:  "The teacher may utilize informational texts and
images of rural and urban areas so that students can create a working and shared definition of the physical
aspects of a (rural) community".
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Section 1: What Task?Section 1: What Task?

Teaching Task

Task Template IE5  - Informational or Explanatory

After reading and listening to texts about urban and rural life , write and draw to make an informational book in
which you compare the characteristics of urban areas to those of rural areas. Support your response with
evidence from the text/s. Include 2 characteristics for each place , using pictures and sentences to describe the
animals/people, types of buildings, and types of vehicles/transportation as found from the texts in your
response.

Standards

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects

Texts

 "Country Kid, City Kid" by Julie Cummins
<p>This book has a high lexile and would be intended as an option for a teacher read-aloud for
comparison of the two lifestyles.</p>

 "Living in Rural Communities" by Kristin Sterling
<p>This is a book recommended on accompanying CDE Sample Instructional Unit. &nbsp;A similar book
about country/rural life could be used.</p>

RI.1.2
Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

RI.1.3 Focus

Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

RI.1.10
With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1.

W.1.2 Focus

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and
provide some sense of closure.

W.1.5
With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers,
and add details to strengthen writing as needed.

W.1.8
With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from
provided sources to answer a question.

"Transformations Around Me: Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

Literacy Design Collaborative  2 of 21  https://s.ldc.org/u/enfgxdi4jkj2q8m5p5wu2l4i



 "Living in Urban Communities" by Kristin Sterling
<p>This is a book recommended on accompanying CDE Sample Instructional Unit. &nbsp;A similar book
about city/urban life could be used.</p>

 Fiction Option: "Town Mouse, Country Mouse" by Jan Brett
<p>This is a fictional story that can still be used for the kids to work on comparisons between the two
lifestyles.</p>
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Student Work Rubric - Informational or Explanatory Task - Grade 1

Emerging 

1

Approaches
Expectations 

2

Meets Expectations 

3

Advanced 

4

Topic / Main
Idea

Response does not address
the prompt, does not name a
topic, or is mostly off-topic.

Names a topic; response is
loosely related to the prompt
and the topic, or is partially
off-topic.

Names a topic; response
addresses the prompt and is
related to the topic.

Names a clear topic; response
addresses the prompt and
stays focused on the topic .

Use of
Sources

Includes no information from
sources.

Includes information from
sources loosely related to
topic.

Includes information from
sources related to the topic.

Includes detailed information
from sources related to the
topic.

Development
Lists no facts or facts unrelated
to the topic.

Lists facts loosely related to
the topic.

Lists facts related to the topic. Lists and elaborates on some
facts related to the topic.

Organization
Sentences have no evident
relationship with each other.

Sentences are related to each
other.

Sentences are related to each
other; provides a sense of
closure.

Sequences sentences with a
beginning, middle, and end ;
provides a sense of closure.

Conventions
(general)

Major errors in standard
English conventions
appropriate to the grade level
interfere with the clarity of the
writing.

Errors in standard English
conventions appropriate to the
grade level sometimes
interfere with the clarity of the
writing.

Consistently applies standard
English conventions
appropriate to the grade level.
Minor errors, while noticeable,
do not interfere with the clarity
of the writing.

Consistently applies standard
English conventions
appropriate to the grade level,
with few errors . Attempts to
use untaught conventions,
appropriate to grade level.

Conventions
(Grade 1

examples)

Most words spelled
phonetically
Use of capital letters
inconsistent
Appropriate spacing between
words
Little to no use of punctuation

Most frequent-use words
spelled correctly
Some words spelled
phonetically
End punctuation used
inconsistently
First word in each sentence
capitalized
Pronoun “I” capitalized

Conventional spelling of
frequent-use words
Phonetic spelling of new words
Consistent use of end
punctuation
Consistent spacing of words
and sentences
Dates and names capitalized
Use of commas in dates and
series of words

Holidays, product names and
geographic names capitalized
Use of apostrophe to form
contractions
Conventional spelling of new
words

Content
Understanding

(Generic)

Attempts to include disciplinary
content in explanation or
argument but understanding of
content is weak; content is
irrelevant, inappropriate, or
inaccurate.

Briefly notes disciplinary
content relevant to the prompt;
shows basic or uneven
understanding of content; minor
errors in explanation.

Accurately presents disciplinary
content relevant to the prompt
with sufficient explanations that
demonstrate understanding.

Integrates relevant and
accurate disciplinary content
with thorough explanations that
demonstrate in-depth
understanding.

"Transformations Around Me: Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

Literacy Design Collaborative  4 of 21  https://s.ldc.org/u/enfgxdi4jkj2q8m5p5wu2l4i



Background for Students

Since we live in a rural/urban area we know a lot about what that is like.   We are going to learn more about
what it is like to live in a rural/urban area, which is quite different from what you see on a typical day.  We will do
some reading and writing that will help us understand what some of those differences are, as well as what any
similarities might be between rural and urban areas.

Extension

As suggested in the Sample Curriculum Unit, for an extension students may also write an opinion piece on why
they believe the area they live in - rural or urban - is a better place to live.   This may be specified as to why it is
a better place for each of them to live based on each of their own interests and desires.
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Section 2: What Skills?Section 2: What Skills?

Preparing for the Task
ACTIVATING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE:  Ability to show prior knowledge about the characteristics of
country and city life.

TASK ENGAGEMENT:  Ability to connect the task and new content to existing knowledge, skills,
experiences, interests, and concerns in relation to city and country living.

TASK ANALYSIS:  Ability to understand and explain the task's prompt.

READING OF THE RUBRIC:  Ability to read the rubric and define the elements.

Reading Process
ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY:  Ability to understand and use relevant vocabulary.

NOTE-TAKING:  Ability of the student to determine important details or facts vital to supporting the main
idea: the differences between the characteristics of rural and urban areas.

ENHANCING COMPREHENSION:  Ability of student to take the information from the reading and notes
and start compiling it for comparisons.

Transition to Writing
INDIVIDUAL PRESENTATIONS:  Ability of the student to take a piece of information from the texts and
present information about it to the class.

Writing Process
OUTLINING THE WRITING:  Ability to put notes into outline form.

TITLE PAGE:  Ability to make a title page/cover for book.

INTRODUCTORY SENTENCE:  Ability to write an introductory sentence that focuses the writing task.

MAIN BODY - BOOK PAGES:  Ability to write factual sentences on pages about the types of things seen
in the urban and rural environments.

REVISE AND EDIT:  Ability to make changes to improve writing.

CLASS PRESENTATION OF FINAL DRAFT:  Ability to read and show a final copy to the class.

"Transformations Around Me: Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

Literacy Design Collaborative  6 of 21  https://s.ldc.org/u/enfgxdi4jkj2q8m5p5wu2l4i



Section 3: What Instruction?Section 3: What Instruction?

PACING
SKILL AND
DEFINITION

PRODUCT AND
PROMPT SCORING GUIDE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

Preparing for the Task

15 mins ACTIVATING PRIOR
KNOWLEDGE:  Ability
to show prior
knowledge about the
characteristics of
country and city life.

CITY AND COUNTRY
LIFE DRAWING CHART
I would like you to draw
some pictures on this
chart to show what you
know about living in the
country and living in the
city.

Completed chart
with at least one
picture on each
column of the "City"
and "Country" chart

Tell the students that you want to find out what
they know about living in the city and living in the
country.
Hand out the chart.  Display a large version of the
chart they can all see.  Practice sounding out and
reading the words together.   Verify that each
child knows which word is which. 
Have students draw a picture or pictures under
each heading that depicts what they would see if
they lived in that place.  
Save the pictures and discussion to use in the
next mini-task.
Accommodations:   For students that have
trouble reading the two words, you may want to
have them do one column at a time after being
helped reading that one heading.
Extension:  Students who are able can write
labels or words describing the picture or parts of
the picture

*Special Vocabulary Note:   For the beginning
steps of the module, the vocabulary "city" and
"country" is being used, as it is the vocabulary
the students are more familiar with at this level.  It
is also the vocabulary used in some of the
suggested texts, as well as in some of the CDE
"Transformations Around Me" Unit.   In the
Instructional Skill of Vocabulary, the students will
transition into using the higher level vocabulary of
"urban" and "rural" instead.

Standards:

W.1.8 :  With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to
answer a question.

Additional Attachments:

 pic chart3.pdf

 pic chart2.pdf

 pic chart1.pdf

 City vs. Country chart.docx

20 mins TASK
ENGAGEMENT: 
Ability to connect the
task and new content
to existing knowledge,
skills, experiences,
interests, and concerns

COMPARING DRAWING
CHART TO IMAGES
We will now look at some
pictures of things we see
in the city and things we
see in the country.  We
will talk with a partner

Participation in the
class and partner
discussion, with the
ability to tell whether
their drawings show
some of the same
items that the teacher's

Show images of the city and see if they can
identify them as "city" images.  The attached pdf
shows some images, or you may simple google
images or find others that you prefer if you want
to make them larger or in color.   Repeat this
process with "country" images.  
Give the students their drawing chart that they
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in relation to city and
country living.

about your picture you
drew to see if you thought
of some of the same
things.

pictures do, indicating a
city or country
connection.

completed in the prior mini-task.  As the images
are shown and identified, have a class discussion
about how we know whether those images are
from the city or country.  Allow students to share
experiences.  Ask the students to indicate or
discuss if they included any of the same or
similar images in their own drawings.
Put the students in partners and have them tell
the partner about their drawings and why they
drew certain images in the "City" or "Country"
columns.

Standards:

SL.1.1 :  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small
and larger groups

Additional Attachments:

 Slide Images City and Country.pdf

10 mins TASK ANALYSIS: 
Ability to understand
and explain the task's
prompt.

TASK PROMPT
ANALYSIS
We are going to talk about
what we are going to do
for the next couple of
weeks to help us learn
about what it is like to live
in the city or the country.

Students should
participate in the
discussion and
highlighting of task
prompt.

Hand out or display the task prompt.  Section by
section, discuss what each part means.  Highlight
key vocabulary and discuss what it means.  If
relevant, pictures may be drawn on the displayed
prompt to help students remember what the
words mean.  Pictures may also be drawn on the
attached Urban vs. Rural chart, showing pictures
that depicts what those words mean.

Additional Attachments:

 Urban vs. Rural chart.docx

 Task.pdf

50 mins READING OF THE
RUBRIC:  Ability to
read the rubric and
define the elements.

RUBRIC ANALYSIS
As a group, we will read
the parts of the rubric and
highlight and write down
what each part means.
Use your own paper to
highlight and add a
graphic to help remember
this part.

Product: Small group
discussion. Posters for
each piece of
rubric. Student
presentations of
posters

All participating
Elaborates or
asks clarifying
questions of each
other to
show engagement
Students will
show understanding
of language in
rubric by using kid
friendly language
accurately
Students highlight
and add pictures to
their own rubric
copies.

Remind students what the task is and that we will
end by writing a book.   Tell them we will use a
rubric to tell how well we did and if we put all of
the needed parts in the book.
Teacher will display rubric and hand out rubric
to each student
Teacher will use a poster or display for “focus”
and read the rubric and then deconstruct, using
kid friendly language.
The teacher and students will work together,
through each element of the rubric that will be
used, defining and rewording each element so
that it is using kid friendly language/graphics.
Teacher will ask each student to write a goal
for themselves based on the rubric.

*It is common at the first grade level to focus only on
certain elements of the rubric for a particular writing
assignment.  The attached rubric focuses on the
elements of "Focus", Reading/Research,
Development, and Content Understanding.   You
may adjust to use additional elements as you see fit,
based on purpose and student experience.

*It may further the understanding of the rubric for the

"Transformations Around Me: Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

Literacy Design Collaborative  8 of 21  https://s.ldc.org/u/enfgxdi4jkj2q8m5p5wu2l4i

https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/058/457/original/Slide_Images_City_and_Country20151105-3-o6dyrh.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1576031893&Signature=8CMvSsNozgeVLGrDOu2IgHdHjYM%3D&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf
https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/067/937/original/Urban_vs._Rural_chart20160124-3-sut0kj.docx?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1576031893&Signature=DmQQ0aF5luG%2BqRob0O0qasU%2BDas%3D&response-content-type=application%2Fvnd.openxmlformats-officedocument.wordprocessingml.document
https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/058/467/original/Task20151105-3-1gx2i9k.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1576031893&Signature=S8lcsfs7Lqx5ezzHfilsd894Hco%3D&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf


students to review the rubric again just prior to
starting the writing assignment.

Standards:

CCR.SL.1 :  Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Additional Attachments:

 Adjusted 1st Grade Rubric.pdf

Reading Process

30 mins ESSENTIAL
VOCABULARY: 
Ability to understand
and use relevant
vocabulary.

VOCABULARY WORD
SORT CHART
Sort the city and country
vocabulary words into the
categories of city/urban
and country/rural.

Meets expectations if:

The student
completes the
sorting chart with
each word in the
correct category.

“Word sorts” help students recognize the
relationships among key concepts. Students are
asked to sort vocabulary terms into different
categories, after defining the headings of the
categories.

Pass out the attached chart that has the category
headings of "City = Urban" and "Country = Rural".
Talk to the kids about the new higher level
vocabulary words that will be used to mean "city"
and "country".  Practice reading the words
together.
Pass out the other attached sheet that has a
variety of country and city-related vocabulary
words - images that might be seen in one of
those places.   Practice reading the words
together.
Give the students time to cut out the image/word
cards.
Model for the students how to choose a card from
the stack and place it under the correct category.
For practice, place students in partners and have
them each place all of their cards under the
categories on their chart.  Then the partners
should compare to see if they placed their cards
in the same categories.  If they have differences
they should discuss this to see if they can
determine correct placement.
Finally, each student will independently remix the
cards and then glue them one by one onto the
chart under the correct categories.

Standards:

CCR.L.6 :  Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

CCR.L.3 :  Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Additional Attachments:

 Vocabulary Cards for Sorting.docx

 Urban vs. Rural chart.docx
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1 hr and
30 mins

NOTE-TAKING:  Ability
of the student to
determine important
details or facts vital to
supporting the main
idea: the differences
between the
characteristics of rural
and urban areas.

PICTURE AND WORD
NOTE-TAKING ON
CHARACTERISTICS
We will now read some
different books/texts on
what it is like to live in the
urban or rural areas.   We
will take some word and
picture notes as we read
together to help us
remember what read. 

A completed set of
notes that includes at
least one picture and/or
characteristic of each
page for each text will
meet expectations.

Book One:  Pick one of the fiction books listed as
suggested texts, or use another text of your own
that is about city/urban and country/rural life.
 Give each student the attached note-taking form.
 Show a larger display of the form to model filling
in the title and taking notes.   Explain to the
students that this is a fiction text.  Talk about
what that means.   Tell the students that they will
be reading about what it is like for two characters
to live in the city or country.  Fill in the title of the
book on the designated line.   Show and explain
to the students how one side of the form is for
writing down notes or drawing pictures about
what the characters saw in the city/urban area,
and one side of the form is for writing down what
the characters saw in the country/rural area.  
Read the book, stopping after a new physical
characteristic is seen in the rural or urban area.
 Ask the kids what was seen.  Show them how to
write a word and/or draw a small picture about
that characteristic.   Do this throughout the book.
Book Two:  Pick one of the non-fiction books
listed as suggested texts, or use one of your own
choice.  You may need to use two separate
books that describe the two different places.  
Before starting this book, explain to the students
that this book is non-fiction text and that it
contains real factual information about the urban
and rural areas.   Repeat the same note-taking
process with this book that you did with the fiction
book.   
Accommodations:  For students who are able to
read on their own, they could do a pre-reading or
post-reading of the text if it is at an independent
reading level.  It is important they they still
participate in the note-taking session.   The
students may also be able to read a page of the
text aloud to the other students if they have
practiced at a prior time.  Some students may
also be able to only draw pictures, while others
can easily write words.   Allow time and support
for both.  If some are unable to write or draw on
the smaller spaces of the attached form, the form
could be enlarged or pictures could be added on
a separate paper.

Standards:

RI.1.7 :  Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

RI.1.2 :  Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

Additional Attachments:

 notes 2.pdf

 notes 1.pdf

 Urban vs. Rural Note-taking form.docx

30 mins ENHANCING
COMPREHENSION: 

VENN DIAGRAM FOR
COMPARISON AND

The Venn Diagram
should be

Notes taken from text readings should be given to
the students.
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Ability of student to
take the information
from the reading and
notes and start
compiling it for
comparisons.

CONTRAST
You will now take the
information from the notes
you took on the
country/rural and
city/urban books and
place it in a Venn
Diagram to see what is
the same and different
about the two places.

completed
accurately with all
information from the
notes taken from
the text readings,
including a
minimum of 3 items
per section of the
diagram.

Hand out the attached Venn Diagram form and
have students label the circles "Urban" and
"Rural".  Review the meaning of that vocabulary.
 Explain and model for students how to place the
items that are only about "Urban" areas under the
outside portion of that circle.  Show the same for
the "Rural" circle.  Then ask them for an idea of
something that is in both places (people, for
example) and place it in the joined, overlapping
portion of the diagram.
Practice as a class with several items from one of
the texts how to correctly place it in the attached
Venn Diagram.
Then have the students finish placing the rest of
the notes into the circles.  Due to the larger
handwriting typical of students this age, you may
need to have more than one copy of the Venn
Diagram available if they have many items on the
notes.
Point out to students that if they have listed a
certain item more than one time between the
different books that they do not need to repeat the
listing.

Standards:

RI.1.9 :  Identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or
procedures).

RI.1.3 :  Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Additional Attachments:

 Class Sample

 Venn-Diagrams-with-Lines-2.pdf

Transition to Writing

45 mins INDIVIDUAL
PRESENTATIONS: 
Ability of the student to
take a piece of
information from the
texts and present
information about it to
the class.

URBAN AND RURAL
CHARADES OR
DRAWING
You will be given a piece
of paper with the name of
an item you might see in
a rural or urban area.
 You will have to, first, tell
us if it is an item from the
city or country.  Then
without talking you will
either act out or draw it to
see if we can guess what
item you are showing us.

The student should
be able to correctly
tell the class if the
item they have
been given is from
the urban or rural
area and then give
a visual display
(acting or drawing)
of that item.

Ahead of time, cut out strips or cards with
common items seen in the rural or urban area.
 These items may be used from the vocabulary
words and cards used in the vocabulary mini-
task.
Have each student draw a word or card.  Have
the students try to read the word on their own.
 Assist those who need it with reading help or
visual clues.
Call the students in front of the class, one at a
time, to "show us" their word.   Explain to them
that they must first tell us if the item is from a
rural or urban area.  Then give them the option to
either act out what the item is or to draw it on the
board.  The presenting student may then call on
other students to see if they can figure out what
word is being acted out or drawn.
In the event that the student incorrectly identifies
the location, have a discussion as a class about
where the object comes from and how they know
that.
Extension:  Students could draw or write down
what items are being acted out or drawn by the

"Transformations Around Me: Urban Life vs. Rural Life"

Literacy Design Collaborative  11 of 21  https://s.ldc.org/u/enfgxdi4jkj2q8m5p5wu2l4i

https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/063/630/original/IMG_239820151216-3-11tl8wh.jpg?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1576031894&Signature=3rFfkod4YbkMWQ8eB4JMSClgBHQ%3D&response-content-type=image%2Fjpeg
https://ldc-production-secure.s3.amazonaws.com/payload_files/files/000/060/015/original/Venn-Diagrams-with-Lines-220151116-3-1bklo17.pdf?AWSAccessKeyId=AKIAJZLFICFCJK5OVHIQ&Expires=1576031894&Signature=Cq7y%2BnMEpNEK4lhqdfxTVG%2FgIQQ%3D&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf


other students.  Also, the cards the students are
drawing can then be added to the class venn
diagram or their own venn diagram that was
created in the previous mini-task.

Standards:

SL.1.5 :  Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

Additional Attachments:

 Class Venn Diagram with Cards attached

 Vocabulary Cards for Sorting.docx

Writing Process

30 mins OUTLINING THE
WRITING:  Ability to
put notes into outline
form.

TURNING NOTES INTO
AN OUTLINE
We will use this outline
form to put our notes
together in a way that tells
about what objects we
see in rural and urban
areas.  This will help us
do our writing later.

Completed outline form
with at least 3 items
per category will be
used for scoring.

Have notes and venn diagram available.
Give each student an attached outline form.
Read through each category together and ask for
suggestions for each category, based on the
notes and diagram.  Allow students to pick which
options from their notes to add as long as they
are correct options.
Continue filling in all categories.  Allow students
who are able to read and write independently to
work ahead.

Standards:

W.1.2 :  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of
closure.

Additional Attachments:

 outline page 3.pdf

 outline page 2.pdf

 outline page 1.pdf

 Outline form.docx

25 mins TITLE PAGE:  Ability
to make a title
page/cover for book.

BOOK TITLE
PAGE/COVER
As you know, we are
going to be making a book
that tells about urban and
rural areas.   Today we
will make a cover for that
book.

The completed cover
page will be used for
scoring.

Show the students different examples of book
covers and ask what all of them have:   title,
pictures, and author/illustrator's name.
Pass out the attached template paper to use as
the book cover.   You may just use blank paper,
but the attached document can act as a template
to assist and organize the student.
Talk about possible titles that would work for this
book and how they must be focused to the topic:
 urban and rural areas.   Show the students how
to write a title down and put capital letters at the
beginning of the important words since it's like a
name.  Have the students pick a title, after telling
you what they are planning to use, and then write
it down on the title line.
Then have them put down their own names as
the author/illustrator, after reviewing what an
author and illustrator does.
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Have them label each picture box on the page as
"Urban" and "Rural" and then draw a
representative picture of each.   Circulate and
make sure the pictures are accurate for the area,
asking them questions about why they chose
what they did, especially if the picture is not an
accurate representation.

Standards:

SL.1.5 :  Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings.

RI.1.2 :  Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

Additional Attachments:

 Cover.docx

25 mins INTRODUCTORY
SENTENCE:  Ability to
write an introductory
sentence that focuses
the writing task.

INTRODUCTORY
SENTENCE
As a group, we are going
to decide on an
introductory sentence that
will start out our book on
urban and rural
communities.

Participation in the
development of a
group introductory
sentences, as well as
having a written
sentence chosen from
the group work, will be
used for scoring.

Explain to students that an introductory sentence
tells the reader what they will be reading about in
the rest of the book.  Remind students that they
will be writing a book that compares rural and
urban areas, as indicated in the task.  Also
remind or show students any prior writings they
have done and point out introductory sentences.  
Refer to the "Focus" element of the rubric and
how this introductory sentence will focus what
they will be writing about throughout the book.
Show or discuss with students samples of
introductory sentences that might be used in
different scenarios.  For example, if you were
going to write a book about how caterpillars
change into butterflies, your introductory
sentence would stay focused by being only about
caterpillars and butterflies.  Ask the students for
examples.   Offer an example to get them started:
"Many changes happen to a caterpillar as it
changes into a butterfly."   
Now tell students that they need one that will be
about comparing urban and rural areas.  Ask
them for examples that they will just say aloud.  
For the students who seem to understand and
are giving good examples, let them go ahead and
write their sentence down.   Other students may
need to be grouped together for more support.
 You may develop a sentence as a group, write it
down for all to see, and then have the students
write it down.  An attached paper may be used to
write the introductory sentence on, which will be
similar in format to the rest of the book's pages.
If time permits, have students read their sentence
aloud to the class, a group, or a partner.

Standards:

SL.1.6 :  Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

1 hr MAIN BODY - BOOK
PAGES:  Ability to write
factual sentences on

BOOK PAGES
You will now write
informational

Completed book
pages that include a
complete sentence

A review of the rubric prior to starting the writing
may be helpful in focusing the students and
helping them focus on their own personal goals.
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pages about the types
of things seen in the
urban and rural
environments.

sentences on each
page of your book that
tell about the types of
vehicles, buildings,
and animals that you
might see in the urban
or rural environments.

with 2
characteristics of
designated place
will be used for
scoring.

The pages of the book will be put in the same
order that the outline note-taking form was laid
out.  Pass out the attached book page forms one
at a time, by category.  Each will be used for
each page of the book.  When the book is
finished the introductory sentence(s) should be on
page prior to this, and then each of these pages
should be facing one another.  That way when
looking in the book, the reader will see a "rural"
page on one side, and the "urban" page right
across from it.  This will be explained to the
students when they put the book together.
So, for example, have two of the attached pages
for each student that are from the
"Animals/People" category.   On one of the
pages, students will use their notes from the
outline to help them construct a fact sentence
about the animals that might be seen in a rural
environment, as well as a sentence about
people.  The sentence about people could
include the types of workers, the amount of
people, etc.    On the other "Animals/People"
 page, have students do the same but for the
urban environment.  Modeling and working
together should be done at least through the first
set of pages.
Continue to do this for each set of pages:
 Buildings and Vehicles.  Gradually release
responsibility to the students as they understand
so that ultimately they will be working
independently.
Optional Final Page:  Attached is a page that can
be added to the book to identify characteristics in
urban and rural environments that are the same.  
The Venn Diagram used within the module could
be used to assist in the creation of this page.
Students should also add a drawing that depicts
their writing.  For some students, it may aid in
their understanding to do the drawing prior to the
writing.
Extension:  Always allow students who are able
to write more or work independently to do so.   
Accommodations:  Some students may need
more modeling or support.   Sentence starters or
partial use of dictation may be necessary in some
cases.

Standards:

W.1.2 :  Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of
closure.

Additional Attachments:

 Some things are the same in the rural and urban environment.docx

 Urban Vehicles.docx

 Rural Vehicles.docx

 Urban Buildings.docx

 Rural Buildings.docx

 Urban Animals and People.docx
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 Rural Animals and People.docx

25 mins REVISE AND EDIT: 
Ability to make
changes to improve
writing.

PARTNER PRESENTING
TO IMPROVE
You will read your book
and show your pictures to
a partner.  They will listen
and watch for any parts
that are confusing or
might need fixed.  If you
agree, you will fix those
parts to make your book
better.  Then you will
switch and help look for
ways to improve his/her
book.

Partner interaction and
adjustments to book
will be used as
verification or scoring.

Give students their completed drafts of their
books.  Place them in partners that will work
effectively together.   Adult observation of their
interactions will improve this process.
Model with a partner how to read and show the
book, one page at a time, stopping for the partner
to make suggestions.   Model saying one positive
thing about each page as well.  Model showing
how a period was forgotten or how handwriting
may be difficult to read, or other typical revision
or editing issues.  The student should fix any
issues as they go through the book so parts won't
be forgotten.  When one partner has finished
going through the book, the process should be
repeated with the other partner.
Have the students proceed as they saw in the
modeling process.  One or more adults should
observe and assist in the process.

Standards:

W.1.5 :  With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to
strengthen writing as needed.

40 mins CLASS
PRESENTATION OF
FINAL DRAFT:  Ability
to read and show a
final copy to the class.

PRESENTATION OF
BOOK
We will now take turns
reading and showing our
final books to the whole
class.

The completed book
will be used for scoring
with the rubric.

Model reading a book and showing pictures to the
class.   
After reading the book, allow audience questions
for the presenting student to answer.
Have students take turns until everyone has had
a turn.
You may choose to video the presentations to
share with parents.
Accommodations:  Students who struggle to read
or present in front of others, may need practice
prior to the class presentations in order to be
better prepared and feel more comfortable.
Extension:  Students who were able to work
ahead independently may have also done the
suggested extension in the CDE Unit, which was
to write about their opinion of whether rural or
urban communities were better to live in.  If they
have done this extension, with adult support, they
may present that at this time as well.

Standards:

SL.1.2 :  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.

RI.1.10 :  With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately complex for grade 1.

Additional Attachments:

 See Uploaded Student Work in "Results" section of module.

Instructional Resources
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Instructional Resources

Student Handout

 City vs. Country chart.docx

 Outline form.docx

 Urban vs. Rural chart.docx

 Urban vs. Rural Note-taking form.docx

 Vocabulary Cards for Sorting.docx

 Vocabulary_Cards_Additional.docx

 Cover.docx

 Introductory Sentence.docx

 Rural Animals and People.docx

 Urban Animals and People.docx

 Rural Buildings.docx

 Urban Buildings.docx

 Rural Vehicles.docx

 Urban Vehicles.docx

 Some things are the same in the rural and urban environment.docx

Teacher Resource

 Slide Images City and Country.pdf
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Student Work Samples

Advanced

 rubric ka.pdf

 cover a.pdf

 intro a.pdf

 p1 a.pdf

 p2 a .pdf

 p3 a.pdf

 p4 a.pdf

 p5 a.pdf

 p6 a.pdf

 p7 a.pdf

Meets Expectations

 rubric me.pdf

 cover me.pdf

 intro me.pdf

 p1 me.pdf

 p2 me.pdf

 p3 me.pdf

 p4 me.pdf

 p5 me.pdf

 p6 me.pdf

 p7 me.pdf

Approaches Expectations

 cover ae.pdf

 intro ae.pdf

 p1 ae.pdf

 p2 ae.pdf

 p3 ae.pdf

 p4 ae.pdf

 p5 ae.pdf
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 p6 ae.pdf

 p7 ae.pdf

Not Yet

 cover ny .pdf

 intro ny.pdf

 p1 ny.pdf

 p2 ny.pdf

 p3 ny.pdf

 p4 ny.pdf

 p5 ny.pdf

 p6 ny.pdf

 p7 ny.pdf

Teacher Reflection

Overall, the module was enjoyed by the students and they were able to effectively produce the final writing
product.   In comparison with prior work, they individually have grown since the last scoring on the LDC rubric.

 

I had some struggles with the pacing of this module, for a variety of reasons.   The time of year that I chose to
teach it, there were many interruptions in the schedule.  This caused the module to drag out longer than
originally intended.  So while the students were excited initially, they became a bit disinterested as it wore on for
a little too long.  So I would recommend making sure that the indicated pacing written into the module is
followed as closely as possible, knowing that not all interruptions can be predicted.

 

Vocabulary was a bit of a struggle for some of the students in this module.  In the first mini-tasks, prior to the
vocabulary task, the terms used are "city" and "country" because the students do not yet know what "rural" and
"urban" mean.   After the vocabulary mini-task, it becomes important to use the new vocabulary when referring
to each location, and to encourage the students to do so as well.  They will naturally want to continue using
"city" and "country", or at least that was my experience in our rural location.   One of the students came up with
the idea that "rural" sounds like a tractor - "rur, rur, rur" and a tractors are located in the country, so that helped
the students associate "rural" with "country".

 

It was also a challenge for struggling readers to tell the difference between the words "country" and "city" when
reading, because they both started with a "c".   Switching to "rural" and "urban" alleviated some of that
confusion, but it is still something they need to work on, not just avoid by using different vocabulary.  Adding
picture clues helped with this.

 

When producing the final writing product, the more proficient writers, were able to catch onto starting the
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sentences with "I see..." and then were able to work ahead on their own.  That allowed me to assist the students
who needed more help in their writing.  It was actually their idea as a group to start the sentences with "I see...".
   A couple of the students wanted to have a character, but through discussion they realized that would make
the book seem more fictional than informational, so they decided they wanted to be like a "teacher" in their
informational books and tell what they would see in each type of place.

 

By the end of the module, the students were able to make generalizations about the characteristics seen in the
two different environments.   They were also able to think of many similarities and exceptions that you don't
typically find in a location, which I felt actually deepened their critical thinking and discussion.  
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