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Criteria for Unit Quality 


 
A Quality Unit:

 

· Sets specific learning goals framed within the context of discipline-specific issues, questions, and/or problems, and aligned with targeted national and/or state standards.
Qs: Are the learning goals central and specific to the discipline and aligned with appropriate standards?
Are the learning goals sufficiently specified to guide a coherent and manageable unit of study? 
 
· Guides students’ learning by making explicit and consistent connections to one or more essential or focusing questions, weaving a clear central thread throughout the unit.
Q: Does a guiding question help students understand the central focus of the unit and connect individual lessons to that focus? 
· Provides learning experiences that allow all students to develop and demonstrate more sophisticated understanding and deeper thinking about the topic by the end of the unit.
Q:  Do the learning experiences build on each other to give students a coherent set of opportunities to develop deep understandings and knowledge within the discipline?

 

· Contains a variety of accessible and challenging learning tasks which 
· Align with the unit’s learning goals.

· Build on students’ interest, prior knowledge, and/or life experiences to ensure that all students have multiple entry points for learning.

· Include rich and accessible stimuli (varied print and non-print texts, visuals, and/or data sources) for students to analyze, interpret, integrate, and/or apply in order to make sense of a disciplinary problem or topic. 
· Give clear directions/explanations that are appropriate for practical implementation in diverse classroom settings.
Qs: Are the learning activities aligned with the unit’s learning goals?

Are the learning activities both accessible and appropriately challenging for our students?  
Do the materials and data that students work with give them opportunities to develop and demonstrate the targeted skills, understandings, and knowledge?

Are directions for teachers and students clear? 


Incorporates multiple assessment methods using explicit criteria to gather evidence of students’ learning and mastery of targeted skills and knowledge.
Qs: Is students’ learning and mastery assessed multiple times and in multiple ways? 

Do assessments and scoring criteria “measure” targeted learning goals?
Do scoring criteria make explicit what mastery looks like in student work?


Enables teachers to use formative assessment strategies to adjust instruction based on data from monitoring students’ learning.
Are the formative assessments relatively easy to evaluate to provide timely information that allows teachers to adjust instructional decisions and pacing?


Builds in time, tools, and structures for students’ reflection, peer review, and constructive teacher feedback with opportunities for revision to deepen the learning experience.

Does the unit’s pacing and activities allow for student reflection, review and revision? 
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