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Reading/Language Arts/English Unit Design

	Course/Grade: 8th Grade ELA
	Date Created:  10/12/16


Unit Title: Cyberbullying
	Complex Text
	Writing about Text
	Research
	Narrative Writing


	
	Shorter Texts
	Extended Text
	
	Daily Writing to

Process, Develop,

and Convey Understanding
	Extended Time-

Frame Writing


	
	Integrating and

Synthesizing

Information From

Sources
	
	Structure/Sequence of Events



	1
	Literature, Poetry, etc.

Informational


	Informational or Literature
Is Cyberbullying a Crime? Should it be?

	
	- Cornell Notes

- Journal entries including, article title, predictions, questions, reflection opinions, text evidence (3 citations for extended text), comments on author’s style and voice, neatness, and paragraph structure.
	To Inform/Explain

To Argue/Deliver and Opinion

Final project to consist of an argument paper answering the question:
Should cyberbullying be a punishable crime?
	
	See Reading Resource Handout.
Select 5 articles and read/cornell notes. Journal extended text.
Include at least 1 print, 1 internet, 1 media, and 1 discovered source.
	
	1. Activate Background Knowledge - 1 day
2. Academic English Instruction – 2 days
3.  Daily readings/writing – 

1 ½ weeks

4. Argument Paper Structure – 2 days 

5. 4. Research and 1st draft of paper – 

1 week.

6. Socratic Seminar – 1 day

7. Peer Edit/rewrite - 1 week

8. Prepare References Page – 2 days

9. Final Paper




	Speaking and Listening
	Language

	Comprehension and Collaboration 
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	Language:  Grammar/Conventions of Standard English
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

	Socratic Seminar ½ way through Unit
Guiding Question: Should cyberbullying be a punishable crime?
	Task 6: Should cyberbullying be a punishable crime?  After reading 5 articles on cyberbullying informational texts), write a/an argument essay that discusses current research, opinions and statistics and evaluates whether it should be punishable. Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts. (Argumentation/Evaluation)

	2-day Mark the Text Activity for Academic English/ Word Game activities/test (differentiated instruction)


Learning Targets/Objectives/I can . . .
	Reading

1. RI.8.1 - I can read complex texts closely and cite text evidence accurately.
2. RI.8.1 – I can cite multiple sources that most strongly support my position. 
3. RI.8.6 – I can determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
4. RI.8.8 – I can delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

	Writing
1. W.8.8 – I can gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism & following standard format for citation.
2. W.8.6 - I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
3. W.8.5 - I can with some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
4. W.8.1 – I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence (includes sub points).

	Speaking Listening

1. SL.8.1 – I can engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-­‐on-­‐one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly (includes sub points).
2. SL.8.2 – I can analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
3.  SL.8.4 – I can present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-­‐chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
	Language

1. L.8.1 – I can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
2. L.8.2 – I can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
3. L.8.4 – I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
4. L.8.6 – I can acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.


Assessments/Evidence of Learning

	•Closed-ended selected response (e.g., multiple choice, matching, true/false)

1. Academic English Vocabulary Quiz (differentiated)
•Open-ended constructed response (e.g., fill-in-the-blank, short answer, label, graphic)

•Products (e.g., essay, model, project)

1. Argument Essay (Formative: Draft, Summative: Final Essay)
•Performances (e.g., speech, recital, demonstration)

1. Participation in Socratic Seminar (Rubric evaluation – both peer and teacher)
•Process-focused (e.g., conferences, observations, logs)

1. Written peer feedback on draft of essay.
•Student Self-Assessment (e.g., journal reflection, portfolio)

1. Student use of rubric to grade own and peer guided-journal entries
•Portfolio (e.g., collections of products, performances, artifacts, tests) 


